
Contrasting Definitions of Humanism and Theism
Secular Humanism Biblical Theism

“Simply defined, humanism is man’s attempt
to solve his problems independently of
God.”1

Theism is more than man’s attempt to solve
his problems by relying on God.

“Humanism is the religion which deifies man
and dethrones God.”2

Theism is the religion which deifies God and
dethrones humanity.

Humanism is “a pre-occupation with man as
the supreme value in the universe and the
sole solver of the problems of the universe.”3

Theism is a pre-occupation with God as the
supreme value in the universe and the solver
of the problems of the universe.

“Humanism is a philosophy which affirms
the value of what is human, or which holds
that humans have value in and of
themselves.”4

Theism is a philosophy which affirms the
value of God, and which holds that humans
have value because they are created in the
image of God.

“Humanism is the viewpoint that men have
but one life to live . . . that human happiness
is its own justification and needs no sanction
or support from supernatural sources; that, in
any case, the supernatural does not exist.”5

Theism is the viewpoint that humanity have
eternal destiny and that temporal human
happiness and needs are sanctioned and
supported by the supernatural.

“Humanism is the placing of Man at the
center of all things and making him the
measure of all things.” It “means Man
beginning from himself, with no knowledge
except what he himself can discover and no
standards outside himself.”6

Theism is the placing of God at the center of
all things and making Him the measure of all
things. It means God beginning from himself,
with man having no knowledge except what
God gives through general and special
revelation.

“Man is the measure of all things, of things
that are, that they are; and of things that are
not, that they are not.”7 - Protagoras

God determines what does and does not exist
and judges everything.

In practice, humanism is a system of beliefs
about humanity which excludes God from
reality and makes man the judge of all things.
- Robert L. Waggoner.

In practice, theism is a system of beliefs
about God and humanity which makes God
the center of reality and the judge of all
things while making humanity accountable to
God.
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